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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 1202 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, PINS, PINT, BC 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA-! JB BRATTON GROUP RELATIONS 

REF: GABORONE 1040 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH SPECIAL BRANCH HEAD D.T. MOPHUTING, 

EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE IN INVESTIGATION 
OF FRANCISTOWN HAND GRENADE EXPLOSION ON MAY 6 (SEE REFTEL). 
MOPHUTING SAID THERE WAS NO BREAKTHROUGH YET. HOWEVER, HE 
DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE DEED, WHICH RESULTED IN THE WOUNDING 
OF 80 AND THE DEATHS OF 2, COULD BE NECESSARILY ATTRIBUTED TO 
"SMITH'S AGENTS". AFTER ALL, BOTSWANA WAS ALSO HAVING PRO- 
BLEMS WITH THE VARIOUS LIBERATION GROUPS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
NKOMO FACTION OF THE ANC HAD ASKED THE GOB FOR PERMISSION 
TO HELP PATROL THE BOTSWANA/RHODESIA BORDER. THEREFORE, 

MOPHUTING DID NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBLITY THAT THE NKOMO 
PEOPLE HAD THROWN THE GRENADE TO INCRIMINATE THE SMITH 
REGIME SO THAT THE GOB WOULD BE PRESSURED INTO ACCEPT- 
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ING THE ASSISTANCE OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS ON THE BORDER. 

THE NKOMO GROUP HAD EVENINSISTED THAT THE GOB RETURN 
TO IT THE ARMS TAKEN FROM CAPTURED GUERRILLAS, NOT ONLY IN 
ZAMBIA, WHICH IS THE PRACTICE, BUT IN BOTSWANA. OF 
COURSE, SAID MOPHUTING, THE GOB REFUSED ALL THE NKOMO 
REQUESTS BECAUSE IT HAD NO GUARANTEE THAT ARMED FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS WOULD NOT TURN AGAINST BOTSWANA. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. MOPHUTING SAID THAT THE GOB WAS UNDER INCREASING 
PRESSURE TO TAKE A MORE ACTIVE ROLE AGAINST RHODESIA 
NOT ONLY FROM THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS BUT FROM THE 
OTHER FRONT LINE STATES AS WELL. THEREFORE, THE NEW 
BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE WAS A NECESSITY TO HELP THE 
COUNTRY DEFEND ITSELF FROM BOTH INSIDE AND OUT. 
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